

GUARLFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 9th DECEMBER 2013
Present



Councillor Mr     M        Huskinson    Chairman 
                                           Councillor   Dr    P         Mayner   Vice Chairman 
                                           Councillor   Dr    E         Jones 
                                           Councillor   Mrs  B         Hill

                                           Councillor   Mr   M        Simpson         
                                           Councillor   Mr   A         Medcalf       

                                                               Mr   T         Stock

                                                               Mr
 J     
Sommerville         Clerk

1. Apologies
Mr T West, Cllr Hadley-Roberts and Mr R Chamings. .
2. Public question and answer
 No members of the public were present. 
3. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest

3.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality.  They should also declare any personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting.

3.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 
4. The Race Relations and Crime and Disorder Acts
           All the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements of the above acts.

5. Acceptance of the Previous Minutes

5.1   The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 9th September 2013, having been circulated, were approved by the Council as drawn.  The Clerk had written to Colin Lettice on 14th October to thank him for his work as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. 
6. Report by PC Sarah Ransome-Williams, Local Police Officer
In her absence the Clerk read out her report for the period from 9th September to 2nd December 2013:

ASB nil; Violent crime nil; Burglary nil; Theft nil; Criminal damage nil; RTC nil; Suspicious circumstances nil.  
         Whilst this had been a good two months for the parish there had been in the Division a spate of catalytic converter thefts and burglaries.  She advised householders to review their security and if out at work and not returning home until the hours of darkness to utilise time switches. She would be happy to talk about these matters to anyone who wanted to speak to her. 
7. Report by Councillor T Wells

  There was no report. 
.  
8. Report by Mr Tony Stock, Public Path Warden and a Neighbourhood Watch Leader
8.1. Mr Stock confirmed that as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator he was aware of the issue of thefts of catalytic converters in the Division as he received reports from West Mercia Police. 

8.2. In his role as Public Path Warden he had walked all of the paths in the parish since the last meeting except for part of Clevelode. 
8.3. A review meeting with the relevant officer at Worcestershire County Council had been set up for Feb 2014. 
9. Report by Mr Tim West Tree Warden
                       Mr West had sent his apologies and had nothing to report. 
10. Report by Mr R Chamings, Malvern Hills Conservators
10.1. In the absence of Mr Chamings the Clerk read out his report. 
10.2. Mr Chamings had voiced his discontent about the procedures adopted by the Board in the granting of the Mill Lane easement having turned it down 5 days previously.  But in spite of some support there did not seem much that could be done about it.  Planning applications by opportunist developers and their Agents seemed to be rife at the moment.  

10.3. The Board had received the report from the RSPA following the tragic accidents at Gullet Quarry in the summer which had resulted in two fatalities. The report had not yet been made public, and the Coroner’s reports are also awaited. It seemed likely that the result would be more fencing if only as a psychological deterrent. 
10.4. The Board had arranged a series of 25 walks in the summer which had proved popular and will probably be repeated in 2014. 
10.5. Cllr Simpson noted that the Wilesmith group were looking to obtain an easement onto Chance Lane to facilitate their proposals for development there and the Conservators needed to keep a careful eye on this.

11. Report by Mr D Hill,  Chairman Village Hall Committee

There was no report but Cllr Hill said that the Christmas Bazaar had raised £1,020 which would be divided equally between the Village Hall and the Church.   

12. Report by Cllr Dr E Jones, Chairman Guarlford History Group
12.1. Cllr Jones said that there were 24 Diamond Jubilee Commemoration mugs left. He would approach Carol Nicholls of the Guarlford Garden Centre as a possible outlet. 

12.2. The History Group had sold two more copies of the Guarlford Scene.  There were over 200 copies left for sale.  Don Hill and Angus McCulloch receive occasional requests.  Copies are selling at £3 each.   
13. Parish Environment
13.1. The meeting noted the consultation on the proposed withdrawal of subsidised bus services in Worcestershire but took the matter no further. 

13.2. The meeting understood that Cllr Wells had secured a secondhand Vehicle Activated Speed sign which he is prepared to fund entirely from his delegated budget and which is now to be serviced.  The Clerk was requested to write to him to confirm the Council’s agreement to go forward on this basis. (Action Clerk). 
13.3. The meeting expressed its thanks to Tony Stock for his work in planting the daffodils donated by David Masters in the area around the village pond. The Clerk received from Mr Stock the map indicating the location of the daffodils.  He was requested to write to the Conservators via Richard Chamings to request that mowing in this area in the spring be delayed until the daffodils had died down.  (Action Clerk).
14. Planning

14.1. SWDP update. The Vice Chairman understood that the Inspector was concentrating on the issue of process and in particular whether the final plan was legal or not.  Cllr Jones believed that developers were taking full advantage of the current uncertainty. 

14.2. The meeting noted the letter from the 3 South Worcestershire Councils of 15th November and the Statement of Community Involvement.  The letter was not easy to comprehend.  There had also been an exchange of correspondence between MHDC and Ripple Parish Council.  The Clerk was requested to contact Cllr Wells for his comments on both matters.  (Action Clerk) 
14.3. There had been no response from MHDC in relation to its Planning Development Quality Tour and submissions made by GPC about the Homestead. Cllrs Jones and Simpson both commented on how relatively tidy the Homestead now looks by contrast to the position in the past (vehicle tyres).    
15. Liaison with Other Bodies

                           Nothing to report.    
16. Waste Recycling
                       Nothing to report. 
17. Finance

17.1. The External Auditor Grant Thornton had signed off the Annual Return for the financial year ended 31st March 2013 with one observation namely that the notice of appointment of Date for the Exercise of Elector’s rights had not been displayed for 14 consecutive days before the start of the inspection period (as required by the Regulations).  The Clerk has taken this on board.  

17.2. The balances were as follows: Charity account £108.64; Instant Access account £188.44 Current account £2,917.83. 

17.3. The meeting approved the donation to Malvern Hills CAB of £40. (Action Clerk)
17.4. The meeting approve the Clerk’s expenses in the sum of £40.45.  

17.5. The meeting approved the revised draft Budget for 2014/2015 prepared by the Clerk.  The Clerk expressed his appreciation to Mr Stock for his assistance on the revised Budget.  The precept request to MHDC for the forthcoming year will be in the same sum as for the current year namely £3750 and the Clerk will contact MHDC accordingly. (Action Clerk)  
17.6. The increase in the donation to Guarlford and Madresfield with Newland PCC for the upkeep of Guarlford Churchyard from £400 to £450 was confirmed;  the meeting noting that it had approved this at the meeting on 18th December 2012 (minute 18.3). (Action Clerk) 
17.7. The meeting approved the donation of £200 to the Guarlford Village Hall. (Action Clerk)   
17.8. The meeting approved payment of the Clerk’s salary in the gross sum of £462.38 (subject to the small increase of 1% backdated to 1.4.2013).   

17.9. The meeting approved the renewal of the subscription to the SLCC for the magazine only in the sum of £30. (Action Clerk)
17.10. The Clerk confirmed that David Kuun had indicated he was prepared to be the Internal Auditor to GPC for the forthcoming year. The meeting confirmed his appointment and the Clerk will contact David Kuun to inform him. (Action Clerk)
18. AOB (For Consideration At Next Meeting)

18.1. At the request of the meeting the Clerk will write to Chris Bocock Chief Executive of MHDC to query if the time and money spent by MHDC on sending out Christmas cards to local Councils might be better utilised, in this age of austerity, in helping the needy at Christmas. 
18.2. Cllr Hill noted that under the umbrella of St Mary’s Church, Guarlford operates a food bank.  The Guarlford representative and local organiser for this is Di Smith.  

19. Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 10th March 2014. 
.
J.A. Sommerville - Clerk                                                    Cllr Michael Huskinson - Chairman
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