

GUARLFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 14th May 2018 
Present



Councillor 
Mr   M  Huskinson           Chairman 



Councill      Dr    P   Mayner               Vice Chairman


 
Councillor   Mr
A  Medcalf 
                                           Councillor   Mrs  J   Hadley-Roberts   



Councillor   Mr   M  Simpson
                                          Councillor    Mr    D  Fellows              Public Path Warden

                                                               Mrs    J  Cameron            Tree Warden

                                                               Mrs     Susan Satchell      Secretary to Malvern Hills Trust (MHT)
                                                               Mr      Charles Penn         Trustee of MHT
                                                               Miss Rebecca Baker        Community and Conservation officer MHT                     
                                                               Mr     J   Sommerville      Clerk

1. Apologies
None. 
2. Public Question and Answer

2.1. There were no members of the Public present. 
3. Planning Committee completion and Return of the Individual Declaration of   Interests.   
3.1. The Clerk apologised for not having the Declaration forms available for completion and signature.  He will forward the forms by email to Cllrs Huskinson, Mayner, Hadley-Roberts and Simpson to complete and return. (Action Clerk) 
4. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest

4.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality.  They should also declare any personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting.

4.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest.

5. The Race Relations and Crime and Disorder Acts
           All the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements of the above acts.

6. Acceptance of the Previous Minutes

        The minutes of the previous meeting of 12th March 2018 having been circulated, were taken as read, approved by the Council as slightly amended and were signed by the Chairman.   
.
7. Report by PC Butcher Local Police Officer
7.1.  PC Butcher was unable to attend the meeting but had sent in a report detailing the annual crime figures for Guarlford for the month of April 2018 which the Clerk read out.  Total recorded crimes for the period were 2 namely 1 dwelling-house burglary; 1 ASBO incident. 

7.2.   The Clerk informed the meeting that he had forwarded to the Councillors by email dated 20th March 2018 the email with attachment received from Mick Simpson of the West Mercia Smartwater Initiative following his address to the last meeting. 
8. Report by Councillor T Wells

          There was no report. 

9. Report by Cllr Fellows the Public Path Warden 
9.1. Cllr Fellows said he had nothing more to report over and above his last report (which the Councillors accepted was a comprehensive overview of the condition of the footpaths in the Parish).  He will liaise with the Clerk to seek clarification from WCC regarding their rather nebulous response to the recent email sent by the Clerk.  (Action Cllr Fellows and the Clerk)
10. Report by Mrs Cameron Tree Warden

10.1. Mrs Cameron had been in contact with the new Land Agent at the Madresfield Estate, Jeremy Hill. He had offered to ask the people who organise the shoots on the Estate if she can wander in the woods in order to inspect the trees within those parts of the Estate which fall within the Guarlford Parish. He also informed her that the Estate are planning to trim back some of the trees on its land and he will email her about this.  
11. D Hill,  Chairman Village Hall Committee

11.1. There was no report. 
12. Malvern Hills Trust Report by Susan Satchell Secretary to the MHT Board
12.1. Mrs Satchell gave a power point presentation entitled “Essential changes for the 21st Century” with the assistance of Mr Charles Penn a Trustee and Vice Chairman of the Governance committee of MHT.  She will forward the power point to the Clerk to circulate. (Action Clerk) 

12.2.  The main purpose of the current initiative was to consult on modernising the corporate structure and ethos of MHT. Five Acts of Parliament governed how the Malvern Hills were to be managed.  One of the principal objects is to have new legislation in the form of a Statutory Instrument which would consolidate the existing Acts and make them more accessible and easier to navigate. 
12.3. Facilitation of better management and bringing governance of MHT up to date including a Board of 12 members as opposed to the current unwieldy 29 were also ambitions of the initiative. In addition there is a proposal to set up a membership organisation and a trading subsidiary. But the core values of MHT will remain.

12.4. At present MHT manages 1200 hectares of common land under its jurisdiction.  Literally hundreds of people have grazing rights on the Malvern Hills but only 3 currently exercise those rights. It was a matter of simple economics. One of the key additional powers that MHT will seek in the Statutory Instrument is that of land management. 
12.5. Mr Penn then addressed the meeting in more detail about the proposed changes to the governance arrangements. Of the 29 trustees 11 are elected. Some small wards including Guarlford have one seat on the Board whereas some numerically much larger wards also have one seat. In addition there are some anomalies for example 17 members of the Board are currently nominated by local authorities – was that right?
12.6. The proposal is to have a maximum of 12 Trustees of whom 6 will be appointed and 6 elected. There will be a limit of two terms.

12.7. Questions were then taken. The Chairman stressed to Mrs Satchell and Mr Penn that the Parish Council had grave concerns at the potential for MHT to facilitate inappropriate development by the granting of easements over verges and other areas of land owned by them to owners of adjacent land and expressed the hope that when considering easement requests MHT would act responsibly. 

12.8. Mrs Satchell confirmed in reply to the Chairman that MHT do have an easement policy and that the Board works closely with AONB on request made to them. MHT are obliged to make any decision in the best interests of the charity. 
12.9. Mr Penn confirmed that Trustees are not mandated - they are not representing the interests of the ward which elected them. However it was the intention to allocate a Board member to liaise with a particular Parish Council. 
12.10. In response to Cllr Simpson Mrs Satchell said that any membership organisation of MHT would not have voting rights (tail wagging the dog). The cost of this modernising exercise was estimated to be of the order of £100,000 and MHT had reserves to cover it. The monies will not be taken from the Precept. 

12.11. A lot of work would be necessary to give effect to what MHT wanted to do.  It would be necessary to go through a quasi-parliamentary process. She was very pleased however that the Charity Commission had agreed to support MHT on this matter. 

12.12. She agreed with the Chairman that not many people were aware that MHT is in fact a Charity. The Department of Media Culture and Sport had ruled out the possibility of widening the levy paying area. 
12.13. There will be a public consultation which Mrs Satchell anticipated would take place later in 2018. The hope was that the legislation would be passed by the time of the next MHT elections in November 2019. 

12.14. The Chairman thanked Mrs Satchell and Mr Penn for their very informative talk about the future plans for MHT.  
13. Administration.  

13.1. The Clerk informed the meeting that he had booked to attend the CALC course on the GDPR due to take place on Wednesday 23rd May 2018. He had tabled details of the course in case any Councillors wanted to attend.
13.2. The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been given one or two names in relation to a successor to the Clerk (who had given in his resignation since the last meeting). An approach will also be made to CALC and if necessary an advertisement will be placed in the Grapevine. 

13.3. In relation to the Transparency Code the Clerk was due to meet with Angus McCulloch on the 15th May and would report to the next meeting.  (Action Clerk)   
14. Parish Environment
14.1. The Vice Chairman confirmed that there was approximately £1300 in the Guarlford History Group account at present. He had authorised £400 to be paid out to Angus McCulloch in order to secure a further 4 years for the Guarlford Village Website. This left £900 for the refurbishment of the Telephone kiosk. Brendan was not as available to help out as in the past due to the fact that his new venture had taken off and was keeping him very busy. Cllr Simpson said he knew of a glazier who may be able to assist with replacing the glass in the kiosk and he will forward these details to Cllr Dr Mayner.  (Action Cllr Simpson) 
14.2. The Chairman reiterated the comments about the Lengthsman in his Chairman’s report to the Annual Parish meeting earlier in the evening.   
14.3. There was no update on the future of the Guarlford Workingmens Club.
14.4. Cllr Dr Mayner said that the Police have assured him they continue to make regular visits to the village and patrol Rectory Lane in order to assess the issue of obstruction in the vicinity of the Church.  They have provided a phone number to deal with urgent situations namely 01905-727509.

14.5. The Chairman commented that the recent planning application submitted by Brunning and Price for the Plough and Harrow reflected their presentation at the open evening held in the Village Hall on the 8th March.  By unanimous agreement the Clerk was requested to write to MHDC planning department to confirm that Guarlford Parish Council approved the application and believed it would enable the Plough and Harrow to become again a valuable community asset as indeed it had been in the recent past.  (Action Clerk).
14.6. The meeting noted that the Chairman had responded on behalf of GPC to the MHDC consultation on Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site allocations.  Cllr Hadley-Roberts commented that contrary to what MHDC were saying it was they who had approached Mr Cooper and not vice versa.  The proper way forward was to have a Public Enquiry and an Inspector. 

14.7. The meeting noted the bland nondescript and frankly unsatisfactory response by the Highways department of Worcestershire CC to the Clerk’s recent email on the condition generally of the footpaths and pavements in the village and in the Parish itself.  Cllr Fellows and the Clerk will respond to WCC on this and seek a more satisfactory response.  (Action Cllr Fellows and Clerk)       

15. Planning

15.1. There was no further news in relation to the planning application by Mr Taylor for the conversion of the former Guarlford Workingmens Club to a residential dwelling under no 16/01446/FUL. 
15.2. Cllr Dr Mayner advised that the planning application for Meadow Cottage the Rhydd Hanley Castle under no 17/01723/HP had been withdrawn and then re-submitted.  There was no further news. 
15.3. The meeting noted that the planning application for Crossways the Rhydd Hanley Castle under no 18/00084/HP had been approved. 
15.4. The meeting noted that the Chairman had written to Hayley Jones the planning officer dealing with the application for Whitehouse Farm Blakes Lane Guarlford under no 18/00369/FUL to enquire why a variation in condition no 10 of the approval was being sought only a few weeks after planning permission had been granted?  The Chairman had been reassured that once the relevant use ceases the user has to revert to agricultural. Condition no 10 had been varied on this basis 
16. Finance

16.1. Cllr Medcalf the Internal Financial Monitor said that he had checked the draft accounts and was satisfied that they were in order. 
16.2. The meeting approved payment of £284.46 to Zurich by way of renewal of GPC’s insurance for the forthcoming year, this to include the telephone kiosk. 
16.3. The meeting approved payment of £50 to the Grapevine as the GPC donation. 
16.4. The meeting approved payment of £40 to Malvern CAB as the GPC donation.

16.5. The meeting approved payment of £166.63 to renew the subscription to CALC.
16.6. The meeting approved payment of in the sum of £36.00 in payment of the invoice of Atkinson and Company the payroll providers. 
16.7. The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement on page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18 Part 2, which the Council approved. 

16.8. The meeting approved the Accounting Statements for Guarlford Parish Council for 2017/18 and these were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer
16.9. The Clerk confirmed the balances as at 14.5.2018 namely Current account £6,850.53, Charity account £108.64 and Deposit Instant Access £676.72
16.10. The meeting approved the reimbursement of the Clerk’s postal expenses in the sum of £6.45.  
16.11. The meeting approved payment of the Clerk’s salary in the sum of £271.05.

16.12. The meeting approved payment of tax to HMRC on the Clerk’s salary in the sum of £180.40.
16.13. The Clerk confirmed that he had inadvertently paid himself twice for the agreed contribution to broadband expenses. This had been discovered when going through the bank statements and the figures for the Accounting Statements for 2017/18. He had already reimbursed the GPC current account but apologised for this error. 
16.14. The meeting approved the payment to the Clerk of £6.72 by way of reimbursement for postage stamps.  
16.15. The meeting approved the payment to the Clerk of the sum of £44.17 by way of reimbursement for printer ink. 
17. AOB 
17.1. Cllr Dr Mayner informed the meeting that the induction of the new Vicar the Rev Gary Crellin would place on Sunday 27th May at Powick Church. 

17.2. He also informed the meeting that there was a question mark over the future of the Community bus scheme in the Malvern area.  He had however been in contact with Harriet Baldwin MP who had informed him that the forthcoming review was not expected to have a negative impact on Community transport in the Malvern area.    
18. Dates of future Meetings


18.1. The next two meetings of the Parish Council will take place on the following dates: 

· 10th September 2018.

· 10th December 2018.

Signed…………………………………………

     Cllr Michael Huskinson  
     Chairman 
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