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                                   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2015/2016

The Parish Council met on four occasions during the year.  

At our meetings we have received Reports as required or appropriate from:-


Our Public Path Wardens



Dave Sanderson and Bob England


Our Malvern Hills Conservators representative
Richard Chamings (until October 
                                                                                                2015)
Our Local Police Officer



PC Allen Naulls
The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee
Donald Hill

Our County and District Councillor


Tom Wells

Guarlford History Group



Councillor Dr E H Jones
Our thanks go to all the above for their contributions to our meetings.

In September our Tree Warden, Tim West, resigned and the Council continues to look for a replacement.

In October our representative on the Board of the Malvern Hills Conservators, Richard Chamings, decided not to stand for re-election and he therefore ceased to be able to fulfil that role.  His place has been taken by David Street who was elected unopposed in the October 2015 elections to represent the interests of the Parish.
The Council is grateful to Tim West and Richard Chamings for their respective periods of service.

AUDITING

David Kuun agreed to continue his good work for us as Internal Auditor for a further year.  Councillor Andrew Medcalf has supplied regular reports as internal Financial Monitor.  We are grateful to both of them for their work and diligence.
PRECEPT

The Council was able to maintain the precept for the year at the same level (£4,000) as for the year 2014/15.
PLANNING

Six planning applications for development within the Parish were considered by your Planning Committee and appropriate comments passed to Malvern Hills District Council Planning Department.

Your Planning Committee also considered and commented where appropriate on proposals for development outside the Parish where such development might impact on the Parish.  Notably and importantly this included robust comments objecting to an application for a 
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revised agricultural access off Chance Lane to land forming part of Rose Farm.  In the event planning permission for this proposed development was refused.
The Parish Council remains concerned that the Board of the Malvern Hills Conservators (upon which we have a representative) should adopt a responsible approach and one consistent with their objects and purposes when land under their control is required for proposed development or in order to service or provide access to proposed development.

Towards the end of the year the South Worcestershire Development Plan was finally approved.  Whilst this was welcomed as it should put an end to speculative planning applications the Parish Council remains very concerned about the concentration of some of the development contemplated (for instance at Newland) and the present inadequacy of much of the infrastructure needed to support it.

I would like to thank the members of the Planning Committee for the diligent and effective way in which they have gone about their business.

PARISH ENVIRONMENT

1) The neglect of the roads and footpaths in Guarlford continued to be of great concern to the Council and appropriate representations were made to the County Highways Department.  The Council had been greatly supported in this regard by its County and District Councillor, Tom Wells, who felt able to offer some financial assistance in 2016 from his budget.  The Council is very grateful to him for this.
2) The future of the telephone kiosk in the village was debated extensively and it is hoped that it may soon be possible to put in place satisfactory arrangements for the use and maintenance of this local landmark.
3) The Vehicle Activated Speed Sign shared for periods in rotation between this Parish and the neighbouring Parishes of Newland and Madresfield continued to operate satisfactorily over the year and is considered a benefit to the village.  The Parish Council is grateful to Newland Parish Council for arranging for their lengthsman to undertake the work necessary regularly to relocate the sign at agreed places within the three Parishes.
4) The Council continued to look at the desirability and practicability of retaining the services of a Parish lengthsman (as a number of neighbouring Parishes do) whose remuneration would be funded by the County Council.
ADMINISTRATION 

We are extremely grateful to our Clerk, James Sommerville, for his continuing diligent and excellent work. 
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GUARLFORD PARISH WEBSITE

The Website is a great asset and is regularly kept up to date by Angus McCulloch to whom we extend our thanks.

Finally may I thank Councillors and our Clerk for their attendance, varied contributions and support throughout the year.

M G Huskinson

9 May 2016
Source/MH/GPC


