

GUARLFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2017
Present

                                          Councillor  Mr    M         Huskinson 
Chairman 

                                           Councillor   Dr    P         Mayner                    Vice Chairman 



                                Councillor  Mrs   J         Hadley-Roberts
                                          Councillor   Mr    A        Medcalf 

                                          Councillor   Mrs   B        Hill  


                                          Councillor   Mr    M        Simpson
                                          Councillor   Mr    D         Fellows  

                                                              Mr     J         Sommerville
Clerk

                                                              Mrs    J        Cameron                      Tree Warden

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Richard Worthington  
2. Public Question and Answer

2.1. There were three members of the Public present:  Rev Peter Hughes, Mr  as listed above. 
3. Election of Officers 

3.1. Cllr Huskinson was elected as Chairman.
3.2. Cllr Dr Mayner was elected as Vice Chairman. 
3.3. Cllr Simpson and Cllr Hadley-Roberts were elected to the Planning sub-committee; the Chairman and Vice Chairman are members of this committee ex-officio. 
4. Planning Committee completion and Return of the Individual Declaration of   Interests.   
4.1. Cllrs Huskinson Mayner Simpson and Hadley-Roberts signed the appropriate declaration of interest forms; Declaration of interest forms will be sent to Cllrs Hill and Medcalf for completion (Action Clerk)  
5. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest

5.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality.  They should also declare any personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting.

5.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest.

6. The Race Relations and Crime and Disorder Acts
           All the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements of the above acts.

7. Acceptance of the Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting of 13th March 2017, having been circulated, were taken as read, approved by the Council as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.   
8. Report by PCSO Martin Butcher 
8.1. Mr Butcher said that the new Police officer for the area was PC Paul Kennedy. The new Police Sergeant at Malvern was PS Alex Denney.
8.2. He gave the annual report for Guarlford Parish. In the last year there had been 6 burglaries of non-dwellings 3 thefts and no recorded incidents of ASBs.  By comparison with other rural parishes Guarlford is a relatively low crime one. 

8.3. Across the wider area there were more incidents of crime. West Mercia and Warwickshire Police have recently undertaken cross border operations with Gloucestershire Constabulary.

8.4. Particular crimes to note are burglaries of sheds and outbuildings, equine thefts (horse tack) and  petrol driven power tools.
8.5. The Clerk mentioned the two reports he had made to Action Fraud about Douglas Tonks and the theft by these payroll providers of monies from the Parish Council bank account. The Clerk explained the background but that after making the complaints in 2015 and 2016 he had heard nothing more from Action Fraud.  PCSO Butcher asked the Clerk to send him an email regarding this matter so that he could chase it up. (Action Clerk) 
8.6. The Chairman thanked PCSO Butcher for attending the meeting and for his report.   
9. Administration 
9.1.  The meeting agreed to take the next item out of order. It concerned the possible co-option of a Councillor to replace the late Dr Eric Jones. Two candidates had put their names forward: Mrs Sharon Brinkley and Mr David Fellows. They each replied to questions from the Chairman and  the other Councillors as to what they could contribute. The Chairman summarised what the Parish Council did. 
9.2. Following brief discussion and by agreement it was resolved that David Fellows would be co-opted as a Councillor for one year until the 2018 Parish Council Annual meeting, thereafter Sharon Brinkley would be co-opted as a Councillor until the 2019 Parish Council Annual meeting.

9.3. The Clerk with check the position with Richard Levett of CALC (Action Clerk) 
10. Report by Councillor T Wells

          There was no report.  
11. Report by Mr Richard Worthington Public Path Warden 
11.1. Mr Worthing confirmed that Bridge 501 had been installed in January 2017. 

11.2. At 521 he had discovered a loose stile in Rectory Lane and had fixed it with a few screws.

11.3. He was planning to undertake a full walk around the Parish in the next two months.

11.4. Mrs Cameron informed the meeting she was aware of a loose stile at 510.  
. 

12. Report from Don Hill,  Chairman Village Hall Committee

12.1. The Clerk read out Mr Hill’s report. Taking into account the outstanding costs for roof maintenance the hall had operated at a small loss in 2016 but this was manageable owing to a small contingency reserve and the continued support of GPC for which the hall trustees were very grateful.  
12.2. Mr Hill had been in correspondence with Mr Taylor the current owner of the former Guarlford Mens Club. He understood that Mr Taylor is now submitting revised plans to MHDC. 
12.3. It was agreed that the Clerk will circulate a copy of Mr Hill’s report. (Action Clerk)   
13. Report by Mrs Jenny Cameron Tree warden
13.1. She had met with Janet Lomas, who will look out materials. But she had heard no more from Wade Muggleton at Worcestershire County Council.  She will keep an eye on whether there is any evidence of Ash dieback in the parish. She had walked through Dripshill wood.  She was planning to submit an article to the Grapevine about her work.  
14. Malvern Hills Trust (formerly Malvern Hills Conservators) Report.  

14.1. Dr Mayner read out the summary he had received from the Vice Chairman of MHT Simon Freeman in relation to the governance review. The case for a smaller board of Trustees was overwhelming. Some of the smaller parishes (e.g. Guarlford) may be amalgamated.  The Chairman noted that whilst Guarlford was a small village there was a lot of land in the parish in relative terms. 
15. Guarlford History Group

15.1       Dr Mayner said that the Group would continue for the time being.  The prospective cost of a Defibrillator made it unviable for the History Group to support such a project. At present it was concentrating its energies and resources on erecting a plaque to Cllr Eric Jones as Chairman of the Guarlford History Group and what it had done for the Village.

15.2    The Chairman noted that the power supply to the telephone kiosk had been cut off.  What would be the position if for example the batteries had not been kept fully charged and it was not possible to operate the defibrillator and there was a fatality?  GPC may be liable.
16. Parish Environment
16.1. The Chairman was awaiting a response from BT to the application he had submitted on behalf of GPC to purchase the telephone kiosk. See minute 15.2 above regarding the defibrillator. 

16.2. The Chairman confirmed that he and the Clerk were due to review and discuss the terms of the proposed contract between GPC and Mr Rob Wilkes the Lengthsman. There was an outstanding query in relation to Insurance which needed to be resolved. 

16.3. See report of Don Hill above for update on Guarlford Workingmen’s Club. 

16.4. Mr Goddard addressed the meeting on the current state of broadband in the Parish. He had been involved in IT for 32 years and currently ran an e-commerce consultancy. In his opinion Internet connectivity was very poor in Guarlford at the present time.  He would prepare a short paper on the subject for circulation.  He did not believe that BT was being upfront with people about the matter. 

16.5. He was aware of 62 properties in Guarlford which were unable to get decent Internet coverage. Whilst a one-off grant of £350 was available towards installation costs (estimated at £3,000) no monies were available to fund the estimated ongoing costs of £100 per month thereafter. He was sceptical about the prospect of Fibre Optic broadband reaching Guarlford –it was too expensive.  
16.6. However Gigaclear had indicated that if enough households were interested they would be willing to facilitate their internet connection. 

16.7. The meeting agreed to set up an IT sub-committee to progress this. The committee would consist of Mr Goddard, Cllr Hadley-Roberts and Mr Worthington.  They will report to the next meeting (Action Mr Goddard Mr Worthington and Cllr Hadley-Roberts).
16.8. The meeting noted the issue raised by Cllr Hill of cars parked in Rectory Lane adjacent to the Church thereby causing an obstruction.  Cllr Dr Mayner believed that there were a number of reasons for this namely churchgoers, visitors to the Garden Centre and those attending the Church for a funeral.  The meeting agreed to keep this under review. 

16.9. The meeting noted that some good work had been done to improve the roads and pavements in the village in recent months although there was still more to be done. Mr Fellows commended the work of Cllr Wells in this regard whose efforts seemed to produce results.          

17. Planning

17.1. The Councillors noted that Mr Taylor had submitted revised plans to MHDC for conversion of the Guarlford Workingmen’s Club to a dwelling under application no 16/01446/FUL. 

17.2. The Chairman commented on the GPC response to the application for planning permission for a 2 storey detached house at Thornbury Rectory Lane under no 17/00187/FUL. GPC was supportive of young families moving into the village but the problem was that the proposed house had a footprint that was too large. That was the sole reason why GPC had opposed the application.
18. Liaison with Other Bodies
           There was nothing to report.  
19. Finance

19.1. There was no report from Cllr Medcalf the Internal Financial Monitor who had given his apologies to the meeting.  
19.2. The meeting approved payment of £256.40 to Zurich by way of renewal of GPC’s insurance for the forthcoming year.

19.3. The meeting approved payment of £17 to renew the NALC annual subscription.

19.4. The meeting approved payment of £50 to the Grapevine as the GPC donation.

19.5. The meeting approved payment of £40 being the Council’s donation to CAB. 
19.6. The meeting approved payment of £162.05 to renew the CALC annual subscription. 
19.7. The meeting approved payment of the sum of the Atkinson and Co invoice in the sum of £36.

19.8. The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Return, which the Council approved. 

19.9. The meeting approved the 2016/17 accounts and the Annual Return, and these were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer
19.10. The Clerk confirmed the balances as at 8.5.17 namely Current account £3,391.88; Charity account £108.64; and Instant Access £676.36.
19.11. The meeting approved reimbursement of the Clerk’s postal expenses in the sum of £6.45. 

19.12. The meeting approved payment of the Clerk’s salary in the sum of £271.05.

19.13. The meeting approved payment of tax to HMRC on the Clerk’s salary in the sum of £180.40. 
20. AOB 
20.1. Cllr Dr Mayner will circulate an email he had recently received concerning a proposed meeting at Rose Barn. Cllr Fellows believed that Mr Wilesmith was in negotiation with MHT regarding an easement to facilitate his access to Rose Barn.  
21. Dates of future Meetings


21.1. The next two meetings of the Parish Council will take place on the following dates: 

· 18th September 2017.

· 11th December 2017.

.

Signed…………………………………………

     Cllr Michael Huskinson  
     Chairman 
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