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May 2023

This year has been a very busy one so far in Guarlford.  January saw the start of Phase 1 of the renovations to the village hall.  Builders Paul and Mark Mucke, who live in the village, started work on damp-proofing and insulating the downstairs entrance corridor and installing new toilets and hand washing facilities. There is now a new accessible toilet as well as three other modern cubicles, hand washing facilities, automatic hand dryers and lighting with movement sensors.  The entrance is now clean and bright and no longer smells damp.  With the rising cost of materials, all this work has cost £38,000.  The money has been raised from grants from the National Lottery Community Fund and ‘Together our Planet’ as well as lots of fund raising events organised by the Village Hall Committee. There has been a Heritage week, barn dance, two quiz evenings, an auction, coffee mornings and tea and cake gatherings, a Christmas garland making evening, the Christmas Fayre, a curry night and countless raffles.  In December Cath and Keith from Penny Lane put on their marvellous Christmas lights display again and this year very kindly donated the money raised to the Village Hall for which the Committee were extremely grateful.
As soon as the building work was complete the Village Hall Committee organised another village quiz. The Town Mayor, Cllr Nick Houghton, was invited and he very kindly agreed to officially open the new facilities on 15th April 2023 before everyone enjoyed the evening’s entertainment.
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The Mayor Cllr Nick Houghton cuts the ribbon


The Mayor inspecting the new  watched on by builders Paul and Mark Mucke                                   facilities

The quiz was very well attended and had a diverse range of questions in each round.  The Committee provided supper of home-made soup and crusty bread followed by apple pie and raspberry roulade which everyone seemed to enjoy.  Thanks to the generosity of all their supporters, the Committee are now on the way to raising funds for phase 2 of the restoration; insulation of the stair well and kitchen with improvements to bring the kitchen up to date and make it more accessible for everyone to use.
                                                                  [image: image4.jpg]



                                 Councillor Mike Simpson opens the Coronation Picnic in Penny Lane

The Coronation weekend brought lovely weather on Sunday 7th May and a street party was organised by Guarlford Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee.  Gazebos were erected on the green in Penny Close and everyone was invited to join in the fun.  Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, Mike Simpson opened the event and welcomed everyone to the afternoon A barbeque and hot pork rolls were on offer as well as cups of tea and cake.  The Royal quiz which had been organised was won by the ‘Clevelode cluckers’ a team made up from residents of Clevelode Lane.  Everyone enjoyed watching the relay race which saw people bouncing around on giant space hoppers.

                [image: image5.jpg]


                                                                [image: image6.jpg]



      
The winners, Liam, Lucy and 



    The runners up, The Bannister Charni from Penny Close                                                              family from Bamford Close                                                                 
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Tug of war





The winning team
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Coronation Picnic time
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BBQ chefs Richard and Leesa      Street Games Shanye Alfie and Mum       Heather in the tea tent


