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October 2023

The fortunes of the village hall have continued to rise over the course of the year with so many fund raising events being very well attended and helping to raise valuable funds towards the regeneration project.  At the end of May the hall held a ‘Taster Day’ supported by ‘Our Community Can’, a lottery funded organisation set up to encourage people to maintain an active and healthy lifestyle.  The day was very well attended with people enjoying  arts and crafts, Tai Chi, dance, and  singing.  Both dance and Tai Chi were so popular that both these sessions now run regularly in the village hall and are very well attended.  

In June on a hot sunny Sunday morning, 21 local people took part in “The Guarlford Gallop”. This was a fun run organised by the village hall committee with lots of stalls, games and refreshments taking place inside the hall. All the runners were presented with a medal and all agreed that the route across the fields and countryside had been particularly lovely with a varied terrain. 

In July the Village Hall Committee put on another Barn Dance with the popular Andy Maliphant and his Plump Hill Band.  The hall was full to capacity with everyone joining in which gave rise to much hilarity as dancers took  wrong turnings and ended up dancing with different partners!  

August saw the summer fun quiz. Questions were again set by our quizmaster Richard Edwards and a delicious supper was provided by the committee.  Another really enjoyable evening which raised over £400 for the regeneration fund.
In September the village hall opened its doors once again for National Heritage Week.  This year the theme was creativity so local artists and crafters were invited to display their work.  The exhibition included paintings, macrame, embroidery, photography, spinning, card making, patchwork and wood turning.  The W I also put on a display of craft items following on from their craft and produce show.  This event attracted visitors from all over Worcestershire who were very complimentary about the wonderful displays as well as the delicious cakes on sale.  

All of these events have increased footfall and helped to raise funds towards the upkeep of the village hall but in addition, the Trustees have spent the past year applying to various sources for grant funding.  Finally at the end of  September they achieved their target of raising another £140,000  !  Pledges for funding have been received from the following:-

 The Community Ownership Fund 

The Platinum Jubilee Fund 

The Garfield Weston Foundation 

 The Bernard Sunley Foundation

The National Lottery Community Fund

Our very grateful thanks has been sent to all of these organisations who will make it possible for the Trustees to complete both phase 2 and phase 3 of the Village Hall regeneration project.

Work will start in the new year to continue with the insulation and damproofing along the stairwell and into the main hall and kitchen with repairs carried out to the roof and external brickwork. A new kitchen and hatch will make it more attractive to anyone who would like to hire the hall as well as  easier to arrange catering for the many social events the hall now hosts.  The result will be a much warmer, more comfortable and attractive building for all the community to use for generations to come.  

Details of all our social events are posted on Facebook. If you would like to keep in touch with what is going on at Guarlford Village Hall look for us on Facebook and click ‘follow’  
Gill Hollick

Secretary
